
A lot has happened to Tommy 
Brashares in the past few years. 
In 2018 he was enjoying life with 
his small family, and working 
with the newly expanded Marine 
Connection, who had recently 
opened shop at Islamorada 
Marina. Now, in 2020, Tommy 
is kicking off the year celebrat-
ing with his wife Sarah, and his 
growing family, with the addi-
tion of his second son, Holden.
A life-long Conch, Tommy was 
born in Marathon and grew up 
in Key Largo, spending as much
time on as many boats as pos-
sible. “I’d help fix other peo-
ples’ boats just to get to cruise 
around on them. I didn’t fish 
much when I was younger,” 
says Tommy with a laugh. “I 
never planned on living in the 
Keys forever,” Tommy said, 
reflecting back on his start in 
the business, “and getting into 
selling boats was an accident. 
I found myself working for the 
local motorsports company 
when the economy crashed.
There, I helped initiate the boat 
program, as far as selling boats 
that had center consoles and 

out- board motors,” says Tommy 
of his first foray into the industry. 
“I brought friends in to help sell 
boats, it was a fun business, and I 
made good money selling them.”

Tommy met his wife Sarah al-
most 9 years ago, when she 
moved down to help her brother 
with his business. She was his 
neighbor, and as Tommy says, 
“The most beautiful girl in the 

world, though it took me a 
few years to ask her out.”
After his first son came 
around, Tommy transitioned 
from boat sales to a cor-
porate job, but soon found 
that he still had his ear to 
the ground in the industry, 
and when the opportunity 
to work for a boat dealer-
ship that was going to be a 
real destination came up, 
he jumped at the chance. “I 
might have been a little hesi-
tant to leave the corporate 
position, and the benefits, 
but I knew I couldn’t climb 
the ladder any higher at that 
particular company. Marine 
Connection fits me better, 
and they back me up 100%. 
It’s a good partnership.”.
Today, Tommy has more 
than 10 years of boat retail 
experience, and it shows. 
“I’ve been boating my whole 
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life, and I just think it’s the great-
est job on earth, except for may-
be Tom Brady’s,” he jokes, but 
his reviews can back him up. 
Looking up reviews for Marine 
Connection online, there are 37 
Five Star Reviews of clients’ ex-
periences, and most of those 
mention Tommy by name. Ma-
rine Connection is proud of the 
reviews, and Tommy is proud to 
work from the dealership that 
Marine Connection has become. 
“We are the highest reviewed 
boat dealership in the Keys!”
Tommy Brashares really eats, 
sleeps, and lives boating. “The 
reason that boating is so impor-
tant to me is the family aspect. 
It’s all about family, and about 
the quality of time you have with 
them, making memories that 
count. Sometimes it seems that 
buying a boat is an expensive en-
deavor, but really, what are your 
memories worth? The moments 
like when your kids pull up their 
first fish, or when you catch a 
sunset on the water with family. 
Nothing beats the smiles on the 
kids’ faces after a long day on the 
water.”
Many of the memories that 
Tommy is making have been on 
Marine Connection’s most popu-
larboat brand, Cobia. “Cobia is 
great for a family looking to fish 
hardcore, and has the ameni-
ties that a family needs. It has 
great cushion and lighting, and 
it’s a dry, comfortable boat,” says 
Tommy.
Cobia boats are built in Florida, 
and they are backed up 100%. 
They just opened a 100,000 sq.ft. 
warehouse where they can po-
tentially double or even triple 
how many boats are being made, 
meeting the demands from the 
public.
“Most of our boating has been 
on Cobias in the past year,” says 
Tommy. “One of the best days I 
can remember was on a 301 Co-
bia that we took out. My brother-
in-law Brett came out too... the 
whole family. There were eight of 
us on the boat, and we hit mul-
tiple spots, bay and ocean side. 
We went snorkeling, fishing, and 
ended up at the sandbar. The 
boat was dry, comfortable, and 
the whole family was extremely 



happy by the end of the day.”
Tommy says it best about Cobia: “There isn’t a 
boat where you are going to get as much for your 
money as with Cobia. They are really the best 
bang for your buck. And it’s the #1 selling 24’-30’ 
boat on the market. They’ve also tweaked the de-
sign and remodeled the 35’ boat to make it much 
more family friendly.”
Along with the partnership with Cobia, Tommy 
is also excited about a new addition to Marine 
Connection. “Michael Praolini is the new dockside 
technician we brought on, and he can do a lot of 
work on boats right at your house or dock,” says 
Tommy. “We didn’t have that before, and he now 
services Key Largo to Key West. With our great 
brands of boats like Cobia, along with dockside 
service, we can now fully encompass the custom-
er and take care of them.”
With Tommy on board, in 2018 Marine Connec-
tion was ranked #9 in the country out of 100 deal-
ers, and in 2019 they were ranked #3 in the coun-
try. There are even more exciting changes and 
new things coming to the dealership this year.
Today, Brashares enjoys his job, and especially 
helping families find that connection to the water. 
“We’re Conchs... this is where we are at and with 
the water all around us, comes great opportuni-
ties. I want everyone to be able to enjoy it, not just 



the rich. When I go out on the 
water with my family, we make 
such good memories. I want my 
sons to have that life, to be out 
on the boat, have a connection 
with nature, and stay out of trou-
ble. So, when I see a family trying 
to get a boat, I work extra hard 
to get them financed and on the 
water. It is so much fun. Boating 
brings so much joy to people; I 
fell in love with boats, and sell-
ing boats, really on accident, but 
it was a good accident.”
To learn more about Tommy, 
or to contact him to learn more 
about Cobia, you can contact 
him at @CenterConsoleKing 
on Instagram, email at Tom@
MarineConnection.com or call 
him at 305.942.4497. To learn 
more about Marine Connection, 
and to stay abreast of all the 
big plans for 2020 they have in 
store, you can visit their website:  
www.marineconnection.com.

Sarah Gagliardo - Angler, Writer, Cook, 
& Florida Keys Enthusiast 


