
rooms that lacked kitchens, had them 
installed. The floors were tiled, and all 
porches became screened in. It was a 
total makeover, including the lobby, and 
all overhead utilities were buried. 
The resort also added a restaurant, Blue 
Water Tiki, during this time, and it resided 
where the current “Tides” restaurant now 
sits. A kitchen was built over what is now 
Elements, and breakfast was served out 
of a restaurant space entitled Bonefish, 
that also acted as the catering center. 
Islander refurbished the freshwater pool 
and added a zero entry pool and hot 
tub during the end of the renovations 

prior to eliminating the old 
saltwater pool that became 
famous with a special 
resident in 2003. “There 
was a Pigmy Sperm Whale 
that was stranded outside 
of Snake Creek. The little 
whale, named Kokomo, 
came ashore in January, 
when the water was quite 
cool. The Coast Guard knew 
they needed to get him 
warmer, and reached out 
to Islander, seeing if they 
could help. Little Kokomo 
came to temporarily live in 
the saltwater pool, under 
the care of a local Marine 
Mammal Conservancy 
before he could be 
transferred. 
“The response from people 
was unbelievable,” said 
Shannon. “Busloads of 

as the landing spot for  then President 
Bush, as he landed his helicopters on the 
sandy shores during his visits to the area. 
In 1999, David Curry purchased the 
property, which is when Islander Motel 
became Islander Resort, and renovations 
occurred, including replacing the sliding 
glass doors on the original patios. “It was 
really nice to open the door and not have 
it fall out of the frames from the 50’s,” 
said Shannon with a laugh. 
Total renovations started in 2001, and 
were completed in 2004. The walls, 
floors, and roofs of the buildings stayed, 
but everything else was changed. The 

Islander Resort is a true Florida Keys 
icon. Everyone knows those distinctive 
letters that come into view as you drive 
through Islamorada. Established in the 
early 50’s, this iconic land mark has a rich 
history, dotted with unique elements, 
hurricanes, and even a whale in their 
pool. Yes, a whale. 
Leo Samuels, the original owner, bought 
the land that Islander now sits on in the 
late 40’s, with the intention of developing 
a place to fish and bring his friends. Two 
rows of buildings were built in the 50’s 
and into the early 60’s. “It was always 
advertised as a motel,” says Robin 
Schlaudecker, who was hired by Leo 
in 1984. Motel simply 
meant you could drive 
right to the front door, 
but at the time, it was 
far from the splendor it 
is today. 
Shannon O’Berry, hired 
by Leo’s grandson in 
1996 after Leo’s passing, 
describes the motel at 
that time as more of a 
fish camp. “Half of the 
property had kitchens, 
with screened in patios. 
Those were the more 
expensive rooms. The 
other half had open air 
patios, with six rooms 
to a building, and 16 
buildings spread across 
the property.”
The property’s beach 
became quite famous 
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